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Asking Somebody's Age in 
Japanese 


Learn how to use numbers to ask someone's age or tell someone your age 


Mark Complete (©) 


Also Appears In: Conversational Japanese for Absolute Beginners 


Absolute Beginner—Fun and Easy Level 1 Japanese 
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Dialogue Vocabulary Lesson Notes Lesson Transcript Comments 


o Dialogue - Japanese Hide (A) 


GED =rsisn Romaji Hiragana All 
(@) (@) A faa, F1F-EA, HSBSAIET THD? 
@) (@) B coBet. 

(@) () A fina softvoice) 5. MbUL~. 

@) @) & bHenetan BAELCTD? 

(@) @) B Laue. 

(@) (2) (Sarah starts to cry) 

(@) (@) A COATHALSBED? CHARM. 


oe Vocabulary Hide () 


C] English @) kana Romaji 


ce [ee] 2 EXAMPLES @ 


S5OROKO) where 


@) () ROY -KYBLEITICHVETD. 


@) Where is the taxi stand? 
@) @) ehierete. 
@) Where is the ticket gate? 


1EXAMPLE 


: 2726 [T7275] 
U @) @) ® over here 
(@) (@) 2267%>b2 E56? 
@) Here? There? Where? 
THA [CHA] 1EXAMPLE @ 
sTOLOLO Ma 
(@) (@) AYICTHA. 
@) I'm really sorry. 
FSS [54S] LEXAMPLE @ 
UO @) @) @) noisy, loud, annoying; Adj(i) 
@) @) s2s0eR MUTT. 
@) | hate loud music. 
F [&W] LEXAMPLE @ 
UO @) @) © counter for years of age 


@) (@) B<Alk1 tet. 
@) Ken is 1 year old. 


fF [KZASW] 1 EXAMPLE @ 
@) @) ® how old 


©) () BHA, AF? 


~) How old are you, young lady? 
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Lesson Notes Hide (S) 


Lesson Focus 


The Focus of This Lesson Is Numbers and Asking or Saying One's Age 
Nansai desu ka? 

BAEWCHED? 

“How old is she?" 


In this lesson, you will learn how to tell someone your age if asked or how to ask someone's age. 


Numbers in Japanese 
Let's take a look at the numbers one through twenty and multiples of ten up to one hundred in Japanese. 


Numbers from zero through ten: 


NUMBER JAPANESE 
0 zerolrei 

1 ichi 

2 ni 

3 san 

4 shilyon 

5 go 

6 roku 

v4 shichi/nana 
8 hachi 

9 kya 

10 ja 


Numbers from eleven through twenty: 


NUMBER JAPANESE 
11 ja-ichi 
12 ja-ni 
13 ja-san 
14 ja-yon 
15 ja-go 

16 ja-roku 
17 ja-nana 
18 ja-hachi 
19 ja-kya 
20 ni-ja 


Multiples of ten up to one hundred: 


NUMBER JAPANESE 
10 ja 

20 ni-ja 

30 san-ja 
40 yon-ja 
50 go-ja 
60 roku-ja 
70 nana-ja 
80 hachi-ja 
90 kya-ja 
100 hyaku 


Asking or Saying One's Age 


Let's take a look at how to ask one's age or say your own age. 


%* Sentence Pattern (Asking one's age): 


JAPANESE “ENGLISH” 
Nansai desu ka? "How old are you?" 
[Person A] wa nansai desu ka? "How old is [person A]?" 


JAPANESE “ENGLISH” 
[Person A] wa [number + sai] desu. "[Person A] is [number] years old." 


In this pattern, 
Person A = the person being talked about ("me," "you," "he," "she," etc.) 
[Number + sai] = the person's age plus the word sai 


Examples from This Dialogue 


1. Masato: (Sara wa) nansai desu ka? 
Teira: (Sara wa) Issai desu. 
KEE: (FFlk) BASWCTH? 
FAR=< Grip! Lawes 
Masato: "How old is she (Sarah)?" 
Taylor: "(She's) One year old." 


Sample Sentences 


1. Watashi wa jugo-sai desu. 
Diels 1 SAWCT. 
"I'm fifteen years old." 

2. Merissa wa san-sai desu. 
AV VY¥PILZAWCT. 
"Melissa is three years old." 


* Important! While saying one's age is as simple as saying a number plus sai, there are some numbers that go through a 
transformation when we use them to talk about age. 


Let's look at those numbers: 


AGE JAPANESE 
1 ichi + sai = issai 

8 hachi+ sai = hassai 

10 ja + sai = jussai 

11 jaichi + sai = jdissai 

20 nija + sai = hatachi** 
21 nijdichi + sai = nijdissai 


**Note: The word for "twenty years old" is hatachi (instead of, nijassai, which you might expect it to be). 
Key Vocabulary & Phrases 


* Kocchi(< 2%) 
Kocchi means "this way" or "over here." The full version of the word is kochira, which sounds more polite and formal, but this 
shortened version, kocchi, is very common. 


* Chiisai (5\\e \») 
Chiisai is an adjective that means "small." In the dialogue, Masato uses it to describe Sarah, Taylor's baby daughter. 


* Urusai (74) 
Urusai is an adjective that means "noisy" or "loud." 


* Gomen(Z HA) 
Gomen is a phrase that we use to apologize, and it means "sorry." This is a casual form of the phrase, which is why Kaori 
uses it with Sarah. The more formal version of the phrase is gomen nasai (CMA SLY). 
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